University of Alabama in Huntsville

LOUIS
UAH Alumni News

Alumni Publications

7-1-2005

UAH Alumni News, Summer 2005
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Follow this and additional works at: https://louis.uah.edu/alumni-news

Recommended Citation
University of Alabama in Huntsville, "UAH Alumni News, Summer 2005" (2005). UAH Alumni News. 14.
https://louis.uah.edu/alumni-news/14

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Alumni Publications at LOUIS. It has been accepted for
inclusion in UAH Alumni News by an authorized administrator of LOUIS.

S UWvVA t R

UAH3lumni NEWS
T h e

U n i v e r s i t y

o f

A l a b a m a

in

H u n f s v i l l e

•

S u m m e r

2 0 0 5

More than 1,300 degrees
conferred at commencement

A l s o i n this i s s u e . . .

Ad Sci, Nursing achieve milestones

3

Graduates named Alumni of Achievement

4

Grady Gaston leads Alumni Association

9

S

UAHAlumni NEWS
T h e

U n i v e r s i t y

o f

A l a b a m a

i n

H u n t s v i l l e

•

S u m m e r

2 0 0 5

Commencement 2005
More than 1,300 students joined the ranks of UAH alumni
following commencement exercises in May. UAH awarded
865 bachelor's degrees, 396 master's degrees, and 40 doctoral
degrees. Richard Shelby, Alabama's senior United States
Senator, provided the commencement address at the
ceremonies in downtown Huntsville. See remarks from
Sen. Shelby's address on page six.

Top photo, President Frank Franz greets a student with her
diploma. Above, students prepare to switch their tassels
to signify the end of years of studying and hard work.
Far left, UAH Alumni Association President Todd
Whetstone provides guidance to the new
graduates. Bottom photos, students
display their exuberance at the
commencement
exercises.

Campus NEWS
Out with the old — In with the new!

The building that served as the headquarters for the Alumni
Association and the University Advancement Division from
1988 to 2003 was leveled to make room for the Applied
Sciences Building. Construction has just started on the new
200,000-square-foot building that will house science and
engineering classrooms and laboratories. The UAH Alumni
News will provide more details of the Applied Sciences
Building in its next issue.

Clay Vandiver joins
Foundation board
Clay Vandiver has been appointed to the University
of Alabama Huntsville Foundation (UAHF) Board of
Directors.
The Huntsville businessman is city president of
Compass Bank, where he oversees the corporate banking
responsibilities for the bank and chairs the Advisory
Board of Directors. Prior to his appointment at Compass
Bank in Huntsville, he served in the same position in
Auburn for Compass Bank from 1987 until 1996.
"It's an honor to be chosen to
serve on the UAH Foundation
Board," Vandiver said. "The
University of Alabama in
Huntsville plays a crucial role in HH||
1
the region's economic and j
technological
development,
and this group has long been |
an important factor in strength
ening this fine university."
Vandiver is also active in the
B
IBs
Huntsville community, serving
aL '; U 5"
as chairman of the Huntsville BB Bi.UvA'f
Hospital Foundation Board of
Clay Vandiver
Directors and as a board member
for the Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville-Madison
County, as well as the Arts Council.
He recently served as chairman of the Board for the
Chamber of Commerce and Cove United Methodist
Church as well as completing a six-year term on the United
Way board.
"Clay Vandiver is one of the leading bank professionals
in Huntsville and is a strong advocate and support of UAH's
mission and roles in the community," said Derald Morgan,
Vice President for University Advancement and executive
director of the foundation. "He is well represented among
Huntsville's civic organizations we're very pleased to have
him serve on our board."
Vandiver earned a bachelor's degree in business from the
University of Alabama, and has advanced degrees in bank
ing from the University of Wisconsin and the University of
Oklahoma. He is married to Melanie Mason Vandiver, and
they have two children, UAH

UAH breaks ground on Applied Sciences Building, Pictured from left are SGA President
Ryan Schueler, UAH President Frank Franz, U.S. Representative Bud Cramer, U.S. Senator
Richard Shelby, State Senator Tom Butler, Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer, and Madison
County Commissioner Dale Strong.

Sororities, fraternities get spot on campus

University officials have carved out a section of the campus to construct housing for UAH
fraternities and sororities. Five houses will initially be constructed on a parcel of land between
the University Fitness Center and Southeast Campus Housing. Private gifts from UAH supporters
Mark and Linda Smith and Jim and Susie Hudson provided the impetus for the project along
with fund-raising efforts by Delta Zeta, Sigma Nu, Kappa Delta, Alpha Tau Omega and Delta Chi.
The campus master plan calls for additional Greek housing in the future.

Administrative Science, Nursing achieve milestones
College of Nursing marks 30th year, remembers Class of '74
The College of Nursing hosted a celebration of
its achievements during the past 30 years, from the
dramatic increase in the numbers of students and
faculty, to the ever-growing number of alumni who
contribute their knowledge and efforts for the goal of
better health care for the state and the nation.
The college's faculty, staff, alumni, along with
former employees and friends gathered to celebrate
the accomplishments of the UAH Nursing program
and to dream about its future. Special dedications
were made to the first bachelor's class of 1974, the
first master's degree class of 1980, and to Dr. Kathryn
Crossland, the college's first dean.
The "School of Nursing," as it was first known,
began operation in Morton Hall, with faculty offices
located in portable buildings behind it. However,
after the first two years, the nursing program began

Alumni from the College of Nursing's Class of 1974
are pictured from left: Annette Whitlock, Shelia Garst,
Charlotte James, Ellen McElroy (current faculty
member), Debra Palmero and Marilyn Brailey.

to grow rapidly, which meant a new facility
was needed. The college got its own building
in 1976.
Dr. Reet Henze, who taught at UAH for 27 years,

arrived as an instructor in 1973 and taught
medical/surgical courses, and some psychology.
Henze continually sees her graduates in various
professional health care settings, something she sees
as a reward. "I enjoyed watching them grow from
their early beginnings in the college to graduation,"
said Henze. "I now get excited seeing what they're
doing in their careers."
Bonnie Pearson, who began teaching at UAH in
1972, said the new building encouraged interaction
with the students. "We now had these sitting areas
outside our offices where we could do tutoring" she
said. Pearson, who is now retired, said the students
could be more comfortable and began studying in the
building. "1 see former students all the time and
that's comforting to me to know I had a hand in
educating them for their marvelous careers."

Administrative Science
Pinto earns GSC Commissioner's Trophy
celebrates silver anniversary

In April the UAH business school celebrated its 25th
'birthday.' Blowing out candles on the cake were, from
left, UAH Provost Lewis Radonovich, Dr. David Billings,
dean of the business school, and Stephanie Watson,
president of the Business Student Council. UAH's College
of Administrative Science was created from existing
business programs in 1980, when the Alabama Legislature
appropriated funds for a business research center.

Stephanie Pinto, a rising junior histo
ry major and star Softball player, has won
2005 the Gulf South Conference (GSC)
Commissioner's Trophy, the conference's
highest honor and one of the most presti
gious individual honors in Division II.
The trophy is awarded annually to one
male and one female athlete from the
conference who best combines outstand
ing performance on the field or court,
high academic achievement, significant
community service, and extracurricular
activities.
On the Softball diamond, Pinto won
her second consecutive GSC East
Division Player of the Year Award, the
first player to earn the award as a freshman
and sophomore. For the second year in a
row, the catcher/first baseman was named
First Team NFCA/Louisville Slugger AilAmerican, First Team All-South Region,
First Team All-GSC and South Region
All-Tournament Team.
Pinto led the GSC in batting average
(.413), slugging percentage (.835), on-base
percentage (4.94), runs (62), RBIs (75),
home runs (23) and total bases (172).
In the classroom, Pinto was named
Third Team CoSIDCA/ESPN The
Magazine Academic All-America and

Pictured with Pinto are UAH associate
professor Brent Wren; senior woman
administrator. Sheila Ray; and athletics
director Jim Harris.
GSC All-Academic team.
Her community service includes
helping organize a fund-raiser benefiting
Army Reserve Unit, earning enough
money to purchase a camera phone so
troops could talk and see their families
while overseas. She also served as a coach
for youth softball teams, assisted with
work on a house for Habitat for Humanity,
volunteered for Make-A-Wish, and read
to elementary students in through the
Read Across America program.

Alumni Park commemorative paver project opens
"Alumni Park," the Alumni Association's com
memorative paver project, has been installed and
is now open in front of the M. Louis Salmon Library's
main entrance off of Holmes Avenue.
The pavers afford alumni and friends an opportu
nity to leave a permanent memento on campus. In
addition, some groups and colleges have reserved
sections of pavers for their members. Personal paver
messages range from funny to sentimental, some
commemorate the campus meeting date and place of
now-married couples, while others pay tribute to
career milestones or family members.
The UAH Foundation has purchased a section to
honor current and former leaders, and the College of
Liberal Arts has reserved a section. To date, pavers
have been installed recognizing each of the college's
majors. Some Greek letters have begun to appear
and the Alumni Association has set aside special

areas to honor Alumni of Achievement and former
board members.
Alumni Park will eventually be part of the cam
pus greenway as envisioned in the campus mater plan
unveiled this spring. Eventually, the area will provide
a place of respite with landscaping and seating.
Currently, it is beautifully landscaped and serves as a
compliment to the library entrance.
Pavers will be sold continuously with orders
placed and installation made with every batch of 200
ordered, likely once or twice annually. Order infor
mation is available at . Click on "alumni" then on
"commemorative pavers." Proceeds from the sale
benefit Alumni Association programs and services.
The tax-deductible cost is $125 for a two-line 4- by
8-inch paver; $150 for a three-line 4- by 8-inch
paver; $250 for an 8 by 8-inch paver with seven lines
of type; and $500 for a custom logo.
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An internationally-recognized author, corporate
executive, research professor and NASA manager
honored as 2005 Alumni of Achievement
Four UAH graduates were chosen by the university's Alumni Association for accomplishments and endeavors in their
chosen field. A luncheon was recently held in their honor on the university's campus.
The four honorees for 2005 include:

Greg W. Burgreen
Mechanical Engineering, '86, B.S., '87, M.S.

cation with laying the foundation for his
research-oriented career. He particularly lauds
Dr. C. P. Chen, professor of chemical engineer
ing. Dr. Chen instilled in me the deep real
ization that there is a wealth of available tech
nical information that can benefit one's
research," says Dr. Burgreen, who has more
than 30 publications to his credit.
"Endeavor to find your niche—that area
that excites you to the core," advises
Dr. Burgreen. "I am very fortunate to have
found mine."

Sandra C. Coleman
'81, B.S., Business Administration

"Growing up in Limestone County in the
1960s, I could hear the distant rumblings of
static firing tests of F-l rocket engines in
Huntsville, 20 miles away. So UAH was the
natural choice for me to pursue my interests in
engineering," says Greg W. Burgreen.
Dr. Burgreen earned B.S. and M.S. degrees
in engineering from UAH in 1986 and 1987,
respectively, and his Ph.D. in the same disci
pline from Old Dominion University in 1994.
Today, he is an associate research professor at
Mississippi State University's Computational
Simulation & Design Center.
Dr. Burgreen's research expertise is in com
putational fluid dynamics (CFD) and CFDbased design optimization, which combines
CFD with numerical techniques to improve
the design of fluid-contacting surfaces.
Over the past 11 years, Dr. Burgreen has
made significant strides in the development of
methods to analyze and design rotary ventricu
lar assist devices, commonly called artificial
hearts or blood pumps. His efforts represent
some of the most novel design cases considered
in CFD-based shape optimization, and his
numerical models of blood damage represent
the state of the art. He has worked closely with
both academia and industry in the areas of car
diovascular device analysis and design.
Early in his career, Dr. Burgreen applied
CFD to industrial problems at Teledyne Brown
Engineering, Huntsville, and to aircraft wing
design at NASA Langley Research Center.
Later, at the University of Pittsburgh's
McGowan Center for Artificial Organ
Development, he transferred his pioneering
design methods to the field of bioengineering.
Dr. Burgreen credits his UAH graduate edu

Science and Technology Center.
"Most of my career has been spent in Space
Shuttle project management, which requires
expertise in technical, schedule, and cost man
agement," explains Coleman. "All project
managers at NASA are engineering majors;
very few have the benefit of cost accounting
and corporate overhead structure studies. This
has proven very beneficial to me."
When Coleman decided to study account
ing, she chose UAH because of the school's
proximity to MSFC and because it has, in her
words, "an excellent accounting reputation."
She particularly remembers Dr. Gene Bryson,
whom she calls her favorite professor and coun
selor. "He expected a lot from his students, but
he gave immeasurably more to assure that they
had every opportunity to grasp the concepts,"
Coleman explains.
Coleman has received numerous awards,
including NASA's Outstanding Leadership
Medal, Exceptional Service Medal, and the
Silver Snoopy, awarded by astronauts to
recognize outstanding contributions to human
space flight missions.
For prospective students UAH, Coleman
offers these words: "UAH is the best of
all worlds—a great academic school in a
great city."

Dr. Jose Edmundo
Paz-Soldan
'91, B.A., Political Science
"My accounting degree together with my
engineering degree have provided excellent
groundwork for managing large, complex proj
ects, says Sandra Coleman. She earned a B.S.
in business administration, with an emphasis
on accounting, from UAH in 1981 and an
M.S. in industrial engineering from the
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa in 1987.
Since 2003, Coleman has been manager of
the Space Shuttle External Tank Project at
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center
(MSFC), Huntsville. The external tank is one
of the four propulsion elements that boost the
Space Shuttle into orbit. Coleman's role
involves responsibility for more than 100 civil
servants and 2,000 contractor employees and
oversight of a 43-acre assembly facility.
Coleman launched her NASA career in
1965 in the Saturn V Program Office. From
1969 to 1997, she served in increasingly chal
lenging positions in three of the four Shuttle
propulsion project offices. More recently, she
served as deputy manager of the Space Shuttle
Propulsion Office and implementation manag
er/chief operating officer of the National Space

Dr. Jose Edmundo Paz-Soldan is an associate
professor of Hispanic literature at Cornell
University and an internationally recognized
author. His many works include six novels,
three books of short stories, and numerous
articles and reviews, which have been
published in magazines such as Time and

Foreign Policy. He has also co-edited and translated textbooks and
critical essays.
In 1988, a Chargers soccer scholarship brought Paz-Soldan to UAH
from his native city, Cochabamba, Bolivia. "One of the great things
about UAH is that it combines academic excellence with athletic
excellence. I played soccer, but I was a good example of someone who
was dedicated to sports but also wanted to make the best of the opportunity
the university gave me. I had wonderful professors, including Drs. Williams
and Pottenger, and many wonderful friends who truly made me realize the
diversity of America. "
While earning his B.S. in political science from UAH, Paz-Soldan also
honed his writing skills. "Some of my friends at Huntsville saw me as a
budding writer and encouraged me to apply for scholarships at other schools.
I'm very glad I paid attention to . what they were saying," he explains.
Paz-Soldan continued his studies at UC Berkeley, where he earned an M.A.
and Ph.D. in Hispanic language and literature.
In 2004, Mariner Books published an English translation of Paz-Soldan's
novel "The Matter of Desire." He won the Bolivian national Book
Award in 2003 for his novel "El delirio de Turing." In 1997, he won the
Juan Rulfo short story award and, in 1999, he was a finalist for the Romulo
Gallegos award.
Paz-Soldan currently resides in Seville, Spain, where he directs a Cornell
University study-abroad program. Home, however, is in Ithaca, New York.
"I have an American home, an American wife, and an American son.
I truly can say that I am part of the American dream because of the
opportunities UAH gave me," he explains.

Lisa D . W i l l i a m s
'85, B.S., Chemistry
Lisa D. Williams is president of 3D Research Corporation, a Huntsvillebased company that provides high-tech engineering services to government
agencies and aerospace industries. Williams co-founded 3DResearch in
1997. Today, the company has some 160 employees in 17 locations and,
in 2004, was on Inc. magazine's list of the nation's 500 fastest growing,
privately held companies.
Williams, who emigrated to the United States in 1963 from Viet Nam,
considers UAH a vital contributor to her success. "I wanted to be a
UAH graduate because I
knew that Huntsville
industries
put
high
value on a UAH degree,"
she explains.
"The academics were
great, and I learned
the process of how to
go about a project—how
to
coordinate,
find
resources, and put the
pieces of the puzzle
together to achieve a
successful result. This
has been a major asset in
forming my engineering
company."
Williams began her
career as a production engineer for Morton Thiokol on several rocket motor
systems. She then worked as a systems engineer for Wyle Laboratories,
supporting the International Space Station, and then as a test engineer for
TASC and Schafer on several missile systems.
Williams and her company have earned numerous honors. In 2002,
3DResearch won the Nunn-Perry Award from the U.S. Department of
Defense for participation in the agency's Mentor-Protege program. In 2004,
Williams was named Small Business Person of the Year for the State of
Alabama and the Huntsville/Madison County Chamber of Commerce's
Small Business Executive of the Year. Also in 2004, Hewlett-Packard and
the SBA listed her among 15 of the Nation's Top Female Entrepreneurs.
In addition to her professional achievements, Williams is active on
several Huntsville-area boards and councils.
Anyone graduating from UAH will gain credibility immediately with
companies in Huntsville," says Williams. "UAH has a reputation as a great
engineering and scientific university. More than that, the UAH experience
is one that every graduate can use throughout his or her career." UAH

After taking classes
in five decades,
Herren receives
UAH doctoral degree
Most of the college students
receiving degrees at The University
of Alabama in Huntsville's com
mencement ceremonies this spring
hadn't been born when Ken Herren
enrolled for his first UAH classes.
That's because there aren't a large
number of 36-year-old college
seniors. And it has been almost
36 years since Herren enrolled for
his first classes at UAH in the
summer of 1969.
In May, after taking at least some
classes at UAH in each of the past
five decades (and earning both B.S.
and M.S. degrees in physics), Herren
received his Ph.D. in physics, with
an emphasis on optics, during
commencement
ceremonies
at
Huntsville's Von Braun Center.
"We're going to throw a big party,"
Ken Herren
said Herren, a physicist in the
Marshall Space Flight Center's Science Directorate. "You don't graduate
every day and you might as well do it right. So I'm going to have a party,
durn it."
Herren says being laid off in the 1980s and a mild heart attack
just over two years ago both played key roles in helping him complete his
doctoral degree requirements.
After earning his M.S. in 1982, Herren passed the doctoral qualifying
test and started taking classes in UAH's Ph.D. program while he worked
at the U.S. Army's Strategic Defense Command building ground-based
lasers for the "Star Wars" program.
"Then I got laid off," he recalled recently. "That was the kicker. Here
I am in my late 30s and by then I had a farm in Giles County, Tennessee."
On his way home that day he stopped at UAH to see what opportu
nities the Physics Department might have. He was offered a full-time job
in UAH's Center for Applied Optics (CAO).
"That sounds like a plan," he said. The CAO work involved a NASA
contract working on contamination problems on observatories in space.
He finished his Ph.D. class work. Then, in 1991, "NASA offered me a job
... and I just let the dissertation slide. I was more interested in learning
than I was in finishing."
"I was working on interesting stuff," he said. "We made the mirrors
that are on the infrared spectrometer that's on the Cassini probe that's at
Saturn now."
Through a NASA education program he went back to UAH in 1996,
"working on a problem that wasn't going to work, so we let that slide."
Although he had finished all of his classes in the doctoral program,
Herren says he didn't give any serious thought to completing his degree
until he had a mild heart attack in March 2003.
"Once you decide that you don't need all this stress any more, you just
get on with what you need to do," he said.
He went to his graduate advisor (and former classmate), UAH physics
Professor Don Gregory, with a report on research he did for NASA. (He
developed a technique to predict whether paint used on satellites would
release contaminants that might obscure telescope mirrors and lenses.)
Gregory thought that research might become the basis for Herren's
dissertation.
"I really didn't start working on it until a year and a half ago," he said.
"I didn't expect to finish this semester, but Don really pushed me."
After taking classes at UAH in the '60s, '70s, '80s, '90s and 2000s,
Dr. Herren, who raises quarter horses on his Tennessee farm, isn't letting
his new advanced degree go to his head: "When I tell my horses that I
have a Ph.D., they don't care," he said. "But I actually had a chance to
use my new title recently, and it felt good." UAH

Shelby tells graduates to lead a life based on values,
principles and lessons learned at UAH

"As students at UAH,

you live, work and learn
among some of the brightest
people in the country..."
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U.S. Sen. Richard C. Shelby had a simple challenge as he spoke to
graduates of The University of Alabama in Huntsville during May's
commencement address.
He told the capacity crowd at the Von Braun Center to lead a life
based on values, principles and the lessons learned at UAH. Also, he said,
use your education to do something great with your lives — "something
important for you and something that will benefit society."
Sen. Shelby, Alabama's senior U.S. Senator, reminded the graduates
they have finished a journey at one of the premier higher education
institutions in America and in one of America's "smartest" cities.
"As students at UAH, you live, work and learn among some of the
brightest people in the country as Huntsville is home to more PhDs per
capita than anywhere else in the United States," he said. "Building upon
that intellectual capital, the University of Alabama in Huntsville
has become a premier learning institution not just in Alabama but
internationally."
He said UAH is offered referred to as the MIT of the South. "UAH
has established itself as an institution dedicated to excellence in teaching,
research and service. This university is committed to maintaining a diverse
academic community of the best and brightest, and providing an environ
ment that facilitates intellectual, cultural, personal and professional
growth. I believe that UAH encourages leadership, creativity, critical
thinking, a respect for knowledge, and the pursuit of truth.
"In short, this university aims to provide each of its students a balance
of academic success, cultural growth, and personal achievement. I trust
that each of you will leave here today confident that you have achieved
that balance."
Sen. Shelby quoted Plato when he spoke of the importance of education.
"The direction in which education starts a man, will determine his future
life, and the education you have received here at UAH will provide you
the tools necessary to accomplish greatness. Your graduation today is the
impetus to take the experiences and knowledge you have gained thus far
and use them to better yourself, your peers and society as a whole."
He also reflected on his own college experiences. "My undergraduate
education exposed me to new ideas and new resources. It challenged me
to question and to think analytically. It caused me to reflect on my place
in - and responsibility to - society. It changed my life."
Sen. Shelby told the graduates that change will be a constant in their
life. "You are a generation of change, of technological innovation and a
generation that is inseparable from the global economy in which we exist.
These factors have necessarily affected your lives and your education and
you have responded."
He said one of the changes that will affect their lives in the future were
the dramatic changes brought about as a result of 9/11. "Our society, and
no doubt, the entire world has been challenged to accept and manage the
dramatic changes we have seen since September 11, 2001. Most of you
were probably on campus, perhaps in class or just having breakfast, on
September 11th when you learned that your America - our America filled with opportunity and promise had been forever changed."
He said the global war on terrorism has been sobering indeed and
reminds the world that poverty and hopelessness are truly terror's
handmaidens.
"I believe that it will take more than just force of arms, clever spies and
speedy prosecutions to win this war. To win the war on terrorism, we will
need to improve the lives and hopes of millions of people around the world.
I am confident we will successfully bring democracy to this corner of the
world, because we must prevail not only in war but in peace."
The veteran Alabama statesman told UAH graduates their graduation
is the commencement of their adult life. "Today is not an end - but a
bright beginning into the future. The beginning of opportunity and the
beginning of success."
Toward that, he said the graduates must be persistent, they must
challenge themselves and they must create your own opportunities.
"Each of you has the ability to change the world and to make the ultimate
difference in your own life and the lives of others. This requires that you
remain principled, and remember the values and lessons taught to you right
here at UAH." UAH

UAH Alumni Association invites you to join us for...

A Dude Ranch Experience
Tucson, Arizona

November 9- 13, 2005
Open for anyone interested! Still Time To Sign Up!
Included:

5 days/4nights stay at one of the
U.S.A.'s best guest ranches,
White Stallion Ranch
All meals included, Airfare included
Deluxe, air-conditioned double and
single rooms / 3rd person rate also
available
Desert and mountain hikes with guides
Slow and fast horse rides
Team cattle penning
Heated pool, Tennis
Redwood hot tub therapy pool
Shuffleboard; pocket billiards,
basketball, volleyball, Hayrides

• Barbecues, Petting zoo
• Complete spa services (at add'l charge)
• Riding lessons (at add'l charge) Group
or Individual
• Entertainment each night after dinner
- including moonlight bonfires with
cowboy entertainment and star gazing
with a local astronomer
• Organized activities for adults each day
• Organized children's program
• No previous "cowboy" knowledge or
skills required - Just the willingness to
have FUN
• Golfing and shopping nearby

Additional features included in cost of trip:
1

Roundtrip air from
Huntsville to Tucson
Shuttle service from
Tucson Airport to
White Stallion Ranch
4 night accommodations
at White Stallion Ranch

• All meals & free activities
each day
• Accompanied by UAH
Alumni Association staff
member

Alumni Association
Year in Review
This year the UAH Alumni Association
• Provided 30 annual scholarships of $1,000 each to qualified
undergraduates representing all colleges;
• Made $1,000 grants to each of the five colleges, the library, and
athletics to be used for projects that are out of the reach of
institutional budgets;
• Provided the UAH Alumni Association Jesse P. Stutts
Endowed Scholarship;
• Provided five scholarships from the UAH Alumni Association
Endowed Scholarship;
• Finished installation of Alumni Park paver project in front of
the M. Louis Salmon Library as part of our commitment to
help enhance the beauty of campus;
• Continued to host the Alumni of Achievement program on
campus;
• Provided a grant to the university's development office to assist
with the university's fund-raising efforts;
• Helped organize and host the College of Nursing's 30th
Anniversary celebration;
• Helped furnish and staff a hospitality tent at the NCAA
Regional Softball Tournament hosted by UAH;
• Revamped its successful alumni membership program to
provide active alumni cards to all graduates who make gifts
to the university.

For More Info:

Call Ashley at UAH, 256-824-2157 or
Gail at Custom Travel, 256-479-2212
Cost: $1,359 per person/ dbl. occ.
Single Supplement: $150
3rd person/child's rate $1,041
Deposit: $300 - Please call Gail at
Custom Travel (located here in Huntsville, AL)
to reserve your spot! Airfare can be from
other arranged departure cities.
Travel Insurance: $82 per person
(Travel Insurance is optional, but, if chosen,
must be included with deposit)

Activate good things.

Check it out a t
www.ua h.edu

UAH prizes
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Kidds have history at UAH commencement
By Deborah Bennick
UAH has bestowed a lot of sheepskin on the
Kidd family.
During a 16-year stretch, seven siblings from
Fayetteville, Tenn., earned 10 degrees from UAH.
Five of them furthered their education and careers
with degrees from other universities.
"I thank our Lord for our children and UAH,"
said James S. Kidd, father of the brood that includes
an eighth child who attended UAH but finished her
education elsewhere.
The UAH graduates range in age from 30 to 47.
There are two CPAs, a veterinarian, a history
professor, a lawyer, an engineer and a doctor. Some
stayed in Fayetteville, others wandered near and far.
Working hard — whether to earn a degree or to
care for a farm - was bred into the Kidd children.
James and Roberta Kidd cultivated family ties and a
busy work ethic. They encouraged the older children
to take responsibility for the younger ones, insisted
that the clan regularly eat dinner together,
held nightly prayer devotionals, took them to church
and on vacations, and let them tackle a variety of
farm chores.
"There were always chores to do on the farm,"
said James Kidd, who has lived on the rolling, green
property nearly 50 years. He and Roberta now share
the 385-acre farm with about 80 head of cattle, two
dogs and a horse.
The Kidd vehicles wore a path down Highway
231/431 from their parents' cozy, comfortable
farmhouse to the university that changed and grew
with each succeeding graduate.
While they may have considered other universi
ties, the seven chose to attend UAH because of its
proximity — about an hour's drive from home — and
because of their parents' encouragement.
"The huge factor in going to UAH was Mom and
Dad," said Deborah Kidd Shugart, who at 30 is the
youngest and the last to graduate. Her parents want
ed their children to stay nearby and paid their
tuition for doing so, she said.
In return the children assisted on the farm when
they could, before and after the daily commute to
college.

We tried to tell them to put their studies first once
they were in college," Roberta Kidd said. If one had
too much homework, there were others who could
step in, she said.
The family's herd of beef cattle sometimes
numbered as many as 160. Caring for them involved
riding horses out to count them every other day,
putting out hay for them to eat and rounding
them up for their shots, Shugart said. Besides
that, there were the horses to care for; barbed
wire fences to mend; cornfields to mow; and
occasional sheep, hogs or chickens to raise as 4-H
Club projects. And, of course, there was the garden,
which yielded fruit and vegetables for consumption
or canning.
"As soon as we were done on the farm, we came
back and helped Mom in the garden," said Shugart,
who now prefers to pick her produce from a grocery
store aisle.
Shugart settled the farthest from home. She lives
in Colorado Springs, Colo., with her husband
and toddler daughter. A captain in the U.S. Air
Force stationed at Schreiver Air Force Base, she is
a lawyer with the Judge Advocate General corps.
She is the only one to follow her father's footsteps
into law. James Kidd is an attorney and former
district attorney general for Tennessee's 17th
Judicial District.
Many of the cattle-related tasks fell to Sarah
Kidd, 36, a history professor at Bethel College in
McKenzie, Tenn. "My job was head cow gitterupper, Sarah Kidd said. The horse she used in her
cow-chasing days, a mare named Shadow, is still with
her in McKenzie.
While working on her master's degree in history,
Sarah Kidd had the chance to get her name in print
as a research assistant on a book two professors were
working on: "Power to Explore: A History of
Marshall Space Flight Center."
Growing up around farm animals prompted
William Kidd, 47, to go into veterinary medicine, a
field his mother said he settled on at about age 6.
William Kidd is a partner in Fayetteville Animal
Clinic, where he mainly treats large animals. Besides
the routine horse or cow, he occasionally pays a call
on non-native animals such as camels or water

buffalo, thanks to a local man with an exotic
pet farm.
He said UAH prepared him "very well" for his
quest for a vet's degree at Tuskegee University, where
he graduated among the top three in the class. He
felt he did not struggle as much as students who
came from other universities. "Academically, it was a
good background."
William Kidd lives on his own 250-acre farm, not
far from his parents, and keeps horses for his three
children. In addition to his practice, he serves on the
Lincoln County (Tenn.) Board of Health, where he
addresses livestock-related issues.
Thomas Kidd, 45, works at Macon County
General hospital in Lafayette, Tenn. He was the first
to graduate from UAH, when he took home an
accounting degree in 1979.
Between then and when Shugart graduated in
1995, the university approximately doubled the
number of classroom and research buildings, the
number of fraternities and sororities, and the
number of intercollegiate sports teams. Student
housing in 1979 was a small crop of off-campus
apartments. Then in 1991, the Central Campus
Residence Hall opened. Shugart was the only
person in her family to live on campus. She
moved into a dorm and accelerated her education
by completing her junior and senior classes in just
one year.
By the time Shugart arrived, the school was
"more collegiate and less commuter," Sarah Kidd
said. She, Shugart and Deborah Kidd (at 40 she is 10
years older than Shugart) compared their days at
UAH. Deborah Kidd is an obstetrician/gynecologist
at the University of Tennessee Medical Center in
Knoxville, Tenn.
Most of the time, the Kidds were commuter
students who also held part-time jobs, so they had
little inclination to join in campus activities or
adopt school spirit. But sometimes they found time
to get involved and make friends.
"As an undergraduate, it was more of a commuter
campus," William Kidd said of his first years at
UAH. "Once I started working on my master's
(completed in 1982) I got to know people in the
science department and enjoyed it a lot more."
While a graduate student, William Kidd taught in
the biology department, played racquetball at
Spragins Hall, and compared notes with classmates
over meals at the University Center.
Sarah Kidd moved to Huntsville while pursuing
her master's degree. She took in hockey games and
joined an informal running club with professors and
classmates.
Robert Kidd, 38, played intramural football
and basketball while working on bachelor's and
master's degrees in electrical engineering. He was
the fifth in his family to graduate from UAH and
had pretty much expected he would follow the
family tradition.
It was mostly inevitable (that he would attend
UAH). But I had scholarships the whole time I was
there," Robert Kidd said. Since graduating, he has
worked in Huntsville; Orlando and Daytona, Fla.;
and Atlanta, where he is employed with Scientific
Atlanta. He and his wife live north of the city in
Suwanee, Ga.
That all the Kidd children graduated from college
is not a surprise when one delves into their values
and history. After all, their father and his two sisters
have degrees. Their mother, who never got to attend
because of her parents' beliefs, made sure her girls
would, Sarah Kidd said.
"We always assumed it was a given," said David
Kidd, 42, a certified public accountant in
Fayetteville. "You were going to earn a college
degree and enter some kind of profession." UAH

Grady Gaston to head Alumni Association
Grady Gaston, '85, executive vice president
and CFO, Gradkell Systems, Inc. was elected
2005-06 president of the UAH Alumni Association
at the organization's annual meeting, June 8.
Gaston takes over from outgoing president
G. Todd Whetstone, '97, vice president, Colonial
Bank, N.A. who was recognized and thanked for
his leadership.
Other officers elected for the coming year are
first vice president, Emily Vandiver, '87, director,
Applied Technology Initiatives Directorate,
Aviation and Missile Research Development and
Engineering Center, RDECOM; vice president
for finance, Clifford Pate, '97, currently a
master's degree candidate; and secretary, Cathryn
Sterling, '01 and '03 systems engineer, Intuitive
Research and Technology.
Seven alumni were elected to three year
terms
commencing
July
1,
2005
and
concluding June 30, 2008. They are Robert
"Scott" Harris, '98, vice president commercial
lending, SouthTrust Bank; Jason "Brett" Holt, '02
and '04, accountant, Beason and Nalley; Robert
B. Goyet, Jr., '98 and '01, business development
manager, Teledyne Brown Engineering; Susan
Z. Jester, '79, research analyst, US Army

Nancy R, Wolfe, '94, David E, Milly, *76,
president, Theatrical Lighting Systems, Inc.,
who was completing a three-year board term
this year, was appointed by Whetstone to
complete
the
one
remaining
year
of
Strickland's term.
Patricia A. McCay, '81, president and owner,
The Consulting Group, Inc., and TriTech
Solutions, L.L.C., a retired board member and
former president, was appointed to complete the
two-years remaining on Kattos' term.
The alumni board meets five times annually.
Members serve on working committees and provide
vision and direction for alumni association
activities.

Grady Gaston
Operations; Judith Penney, '82, vice president,
Bill Penney Toyota; Donna S. Whetstone, '97,
marketing
representative,
Dynetics,
Inc.;

Retiring Members Honored
Retiring board members Kota L Davis, '99,
engineer, U. S. Army; Suzanne C, Dofsetf, '87,
attorney, Watson, Jimmerson, Givhan, Martin &
McKinney, P.,C.; Loti E Light, '89, director of
marketing, public relations and physician relations,
Crestwood Medical Center; and 0, Steve
Wakefield, '88, vice president of IT, Quality Park,
were recognized for their service with plaques and
crystal UAH paperweights.

Join us for a New Year's to remember
and an unforgettable tour of Italy
New Years Day in Pasadena

Spring Break in Rome

This New Years Day it's not about the football game, it's all
about the parade! Did you ever wonder how they get all those
tiny flowers on the beautiful Rose Bowl Parade floats? Here's
your chance to see up close and personal on the alumni asso
ciation's "California New Year's" trip.
Departing from Huntsville Dec. 29, our itinerary includes
behind-the-scenes float viewing as the decorating committees
are putting the final touches on their masterpieces. Also
included are tickets to the Glory of Christmas Show at the
famous Crystal Cathedral; a New Year's Eve Gala Dinner
Dance with champagne toast and live entertainment; and, of
course, the tour highlight-reserved, prime seats for the
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade on New Year's Day!
Rates are $1,719 per person, double-occupancy and
include airfare, accommodations, seven meals, ground
transportation, tickets, parade reservations, and travel
insurance. A $200 deposit is required with reservation; final
payments due Oct. 29.

If Rome, Florence, and Venice are on your travel "to do" list, here's the trip for you!
Departing Huntsville April 3, 2006, "Reflections of Italy" is every travel enthusiasts' dream
come true.
The 10-day tour begins in Rome, then winds its way north to Florence, Venice, Murano
Island, Como, and Milan. Included is a guided tour of classical Rome featuring the Piazza
Venezia, Circus Maximus, the Colosseum, Arch of Constantine, and Trevi Fountain. An
optional tour of the Vatican Museums is available for purchase on-site.
On the way to Florence we'll admire the beautiful Tuscan countryside and then visit the
Uffizi Museum, home to Michelangelo's "David." En route to Venice, we'll travel through
San Marino and the rice-growing fields of the Po River. At Venice, we'll enjoy a guided
walking tour and a boat ride to Murano Island for an up-close look at the region's famous
glass makers.
Finally, we'll journey on to the picturesque Italian Lake District and the beautiful resort of
Como before transferring to Milan for our flight home.
Reflections of Italy includes 13 meals, airfare, accommodations, transfers, travel insurance
and taxes for $3,279 per person, double occupancy. A $430 deposit
is required with reservation, final payments due Feb. 2, 2006.

For full descriptions, call the Alumni Office at 824-2586 for color brochures or go to
www.uah.edu, click on "alumni" then on "travel." Avoid disappointment, reserve now to
ensure a seat! The alumni association partners with other
universities to sponsor these programs and
seats fill quickly!

Ad v a n c e m e n t

The UAH Alumni
Association
Grady P. Gaston, '85

Boeing grant prepares teachers
in fields of science, mathematics

President

April L. Harris
Executive Director

Board of Directors

President
Frank Franz
accepts gift
from Boeing
Executives
Linda Hait
and Flenry
Pugh.
The Boeing Co. has provided a $40,000 grant to The
University of Alabama in Huntsville to better prepare
aspiring teachers who are highly qualified in the field of
mathematics and science.
UAH was given this award because of the university's
involvement in advancing the teaching of math and science.
This grant is being implemented by the UAH's Department of
Education in the College of Liberal Arts.
The UAH Department of Education works hand-inhand with the College of Science in an attempt to "promote
academic excellence and social awareness." These
two departments also have an account of combining students'
secondary education teacher preparation programs. These
students have a subject area major in areas such as biology,
chemistry, mathematics, physics, and general sciences, as well
as education certification courses.
Today, teacher candidates must complete 80 hours of
course work before completing their internships.
With the Boeing grant, several initiatives will be put
into practice. Initially, the UAH Education Department

and the College of Science can "develop an inquirybased science course that addresses multiple science,
technology, and math disciplines and uses National Science
Foundation supported and other appropriate curriculum
materials."
Secondly, they could "realign their science teaching
courses to bring research-based pedagogy closer to the
science, technology, and mathematics and to the needs of
K-12 schools."
UAH has long been a leader in promoting math and
science education. The university provided leadership in
the Hands-On Science Application Program and,
more recently, UAH had led the creation of the Alabama
Math, Science and Technology Inititiative (AMSTI) through
a grant from NASA.
That program has been expanded to Florence and
Mobile and is expected to receive an appropriation of $15
million in this year's education budget for the state of
Alabama to further expand the program to K-12 schools in
other areas of the state.
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UAH Alumni Association presents

Students benefit when you purchase
a UAH automobile license tag!
7-10 p.m.

Huntsville Country Club
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The tags generate scholarship dollars and are easy to get. Ask at the license counter or
write "UAH Collegiate Tag" on your mail-in renewal. Add $50 (deductible on your federal income
tax return) to the regular fee.We salute the following graduates who have notified us of their
tag purchases: Leslie A. Barbee, '86, Valerie Seaquist, '83, and David L. Walker, '74.
Send us a copy of your tag receipt to the Alumni Office, 300 Shelbie King Hall,
Huntsville, AL 35899 or fax to 824-6462 and we'll recognize you in the next UAH Alumni News.

Thanks for being part of our "Roads Scholars!"

Class NOTES

Please send class notes to kronZQ @uah.edu

2005

1993

1983

1970

Stephanie Hyatt, BA, English, has a
new position as president for
HyProfile Consulting, Ala.
Her
responsibilities include providing inte
grated business services for marketing,
PR, and proposals. She currently
resides in Huntsville, Ala.

Jonathan K. Smith, BS, chemistry,
has successfully completed the
American Board of Surgery's require
ments for board certification in
General Surgery. He is currently
serving in the US Army at Fort
Campbell, Ky.

Regina Pena Jennings, J.D. BA,
Political Science, was honored as one
of the 12 outstanding women of
the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency (NGA) during a ceremony
last March in Bethesda, Md. The
award was presented as part of the
National Women's History Month
"Women Change America" program.
She has served 18 years in the
federal government and is currently
director of the business services
office
in
NGA's
Enterprise
Operations Directorate.
Her husband, Charles, graduated
from UAH in 1982 and is a retired
Lieutenant Commander in the U.S.
Navy. They live in Bethesda.

James M. Boyett, MS, math, has
accepted a new position as a member
and Chair of biostatistics for the St.
Jude Children's Research Hospital
Memphis, Tenn.

1980

Mark A. StedHam, Ph.D., electrical
engineering, died in February. Dr.
Stedham was a part time professor at
UAH, and a DIA/MSIC employee.

2004

1992

Whitney R. Mock, BS, chemical
engineering, is a process engineer for
Meadwestvaco, Lumberton, TX.

Jonathan W. Campbell, Ph.D.,
Physics, is a research scientist and
advanced project manager at NASA,
Huntsville, Ala. He is also a parent of
a UAH student, Jason Campbell.

2003
Beth M. Davis, BS, computer
science, is a software engineer for
International Space Systems, Inc,
Huntsville, Ala.
Zara Q. Wright, BA, sociology, is cur
rently employed with the Cumbee
Center to Assist Abused Persons
(CAAP) in Aiken, S.C. as the sexual
assault services provider.

2002
Sondra Q. Shelton, BS, accounting,
has a new position as payroll specialist
for Huntsville City Schools, Ala.

1999
Anthony A. Truette, BS, math, is a
captain for the United States Air
Force, Langley AFB, Va.

1995
Wendy W. Wiggins, BS, biological
sciences, works in the Madison
County Schools, Buckhorn High, as a
Science Teacher, Ala. She is teaching
chemistry I and General/Honors
Biology.

1991
Rajeev K. Pumaiya, BS, industrial
and systems engineering, is a manag
ing director working for WebEx
Communications, Bangalore, India.

1987
Qregg Taylor, BS, management infor
mation systems, has a new position as
process improvement lead at SAIC,
Huntsville, Ala.
Edward P. Vanderschalie, BA,
foreign language & international
trade, is an electronics technician for
the U.S. Navy, Spain.

Qerry Schaffer, BA, art, has been
awarded the 2005 Virginia Hammill
Simms Memorial Award for her volun
teer work in the arts in Huntsville, Ala.

2005
Madeleine Youmans, assistant profes
sor of English, died in April.

1981
1979
Jeffery N. Smith, BS, biological
sciences, has accepted a new position
as a chemical agent manager for
the Midwest Research Institute,
Shawnee, Kan.

1984

1975
Morris F. Spencer, BS, finance, was
recently named the 2004 Civilian of
the Year for Maxwell and Gunter Air
Force Bases in Montgomery, Ala. He
is a contract specialist responsible for
major acquisitions for Air University
at Maxwell AFB. He is married to
Carolyn Franklin, 1976 and resides in
Wetumpka, Ala.

Donald E. Johnson, MA, adminis
trative sciences, died in November
2004. He was a resident of
Southlake, TX.

1978
Ronald J. Van Engen, Sr., BS,
procurement, died in 1990. He was a
resident of Arab, Ala.

1976
Marion B. Ferguson, Jr., BS,
mechanical engineering, died in
January
2000.
He
lived
in
Avinger, TX.

Have you won an award, changed jobs, earned a promotion, or
completed another degree? Your UAH classmates would like to know!
Send us your news and we'll publish it in the next issue. News may be
submitted online at www.uah.edu. Click on Alumni and Friends and
fill out the 'address change' form. Or, complete and mail the form
below to: Alumni News, 131 Alumni House, Huntsville, AL 35899.

XEW

Your spouse's full name:

Full Name (include maiden name if applicable):

Is your spouse a UAH graduate?
Graduation year(s) and majors:

If yes, grad year(s) and majors: _

Home address:

Other news:
State

Home telephone number: (

Deaths

2000

Catherine J. Farless, MS, computer
science, is a senior engineer for the
Computer Sciences Corporation in
Huntsville, Ala. She designs survival
clothing and equipment for Army
helicopter pilots and crew.

Send us your

City

Charles A. Warren, BS, finance,
has accepted a new position as
contract administrator at Defense
Contract
Management Agency,
St. Augustine, Fla.

yes

no

Zip

)

Home e-mail address:
Place of Employment:
Position/title:
Is this

a promotion?

a new employer?

Business Address:
Business phone: (

)

Business e-mail:
11

